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Marriage of Gabriel Cordova Leon and Ceri Sayce 

Service conducted by The Rev. Michael Rusk 

Processional Music O mio babbino caro Giacomo Puccini 
     sung by Roxi 

Welcome 

Hymn  Morning has broken 

Morning has broken like the first morning 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 
Praise for them springing fresh from the world. 

Sweet the rains new fall, sunlit from Heaven 
Like the first dewfall on the first grass 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 
Born of the one light, Eden saw play 

Praise with elation, praise every morning 
God's recreation of the new day. 

Introduction 
Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to witness and 
bless the joining together of this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony. The 
bond and covenant of marriage was established by God in creation, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ adorned this manner of life by his presence and first miracle at a 
wedding in Cana of Galilee. It signifies to us the mystery of the union between 
Christ and his Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to be honored among 
all people. 

The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for 
their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and 
adversity; and, when it is God’s will, for the procreation of children and their 
nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord. Therefore marriage is not to be 
entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance 
with the purposes for which it was instituted by God. 
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Gabriel and Ceri, you have come here today to seek the blessing of God and of 
the Church upon your marriage. I require, therefore, that you promise, with the 
help of God, to fulfill the obligations which Christian marriage demands. 

The Declaration of Consent 
The Celebrant says to the woman 

Ceri, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the 
covenant of marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, 
in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long 
as you both shall live? 

I will. 

The Celebrant says to the man 

Gabriel, will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the 
covenant of marriage? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in 
sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as 
you both shall live? 

I will. 

The Celebrant then addresses the congregation 

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these 
two persons in their marriage? 

We will.  

If there is to be a presentation or a giving in marriage, it takes place at this time. 

Who gives Ceri to be married to Gabriel? 

The Ministry of the Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us male and female in your 
image: Look mercifully upon this man and this woman who come to you 
seeking your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that with true fidelity 
and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and vows they make; 
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through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

A reading from 1 John 4:7-16 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, 
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as 
the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son 
of God, and they abide in God.  So we have known and believe the love that 
God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

The Gospel: Matthew 5:1-10 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
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“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 
underfoot. 

You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily  The Rev. Michael Rusk 

The Marriage 
The Man, facing the woman and taking her right hand in his, says 

In the Name of God, I, Gabriel, take you, Ceri, to be my wife,  
to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse,  
for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish,  
until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow. 

Then they loose their hands, and the Woman, still facing the man, takes his right hand in 
hers, and says 

In the Name of God, I, Ceri, take you, Gabriel, to be my husband,  
to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse,  
for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish,  
until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.  

They loose their hands. 

The Priest invites Ceri’s nephew, Ted, to come forward to present the rings. 

Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of the vows by which this man and this 
woman have bound themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The giver places the ring on the ring-finger of the other’s hand and says 

Ceri/Gabriel, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, 
and all that I have, I honor you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

Then the Celebrant joins the right hands of husband and wife and says 

Now that Gabriel and Ceri have given themselves to each other by solemn 
vows, with the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of a ring, I 
pronounce that they are husband and wife, in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder. 

People Amen. 

Hymn  Calon lân 

Nid wy'n gofyn bywyd moethus, 
Aur y byd na'i berlau mân: 
Gofyn wyf am galon hapus, 

Calon onest, calon lân. 

Calon lân yn llawn daioni, 
Tecach yw na'r lili dlos: 

Dim ond calon lân all ganu 
Canu'r dydd a chanu'r nos. 

The Prayers 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray (each in our own language) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, que ton 
Nom soit sanctifié, que ton règne 
vienne. Que ta volonté soit faite sur la 
terre comme au ciel. Donne-nous 
aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 
Pardonne- nous nos offenses, comme 
nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui 
nous ont offensés. Et ne nous 
soumets pas à la tentation, mais 
délivre-nous du mal. Car c’est à toi 
qu’appartiennent le règne, la 
puissance et la gloire, pour les siècles 
des siècles. Amen. 
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Let us pray. 

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of 
all grace: Look with favor upon the world you have made, and for which your 
Son gave his life, and especially upon this man and this woman whom you 
make one flesh in Holy Matrimony. Amen. 

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that 
each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a 
comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. Amen. 

Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in 
your Spirit, that they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all 
the days of their life. Amen. 

Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this sinful and broken world, 
that unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer 
despair. Amen. 

Bestow on them, if it is your will, the gift and heritage of children, and the 
grace to bring them up to know you, to love you, and to serve you. Amen. 

Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out 
in love and concern for others. Amen. 

Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their 
lives strengthened and their loyalties confirmed. Amen. 

Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children 
are united one to another, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed 
by your grace, that your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O 
Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign in perfect unity, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Signing of the Marriage Register 
(During which the Cantique de Jean Racine by Gabriel 
Fauré will be played) 
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The Blessing of the Marriage 
The husband and wife kneel, and the Priest says the following prayer 

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus 
Christ to come among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the 
way of the cross to be the way of life. We thank you, also, for consecrating the 
union of man and woman in his Name. By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
pour out the abundance of your blessing upon this man and this woman. 
Defend them from every enemy. Lead them into all peace. Let their love for 
each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and a 
crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in their 
companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and in 
their sorrows; in their life and in their death. 

Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table where your saints feast for ever 
in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The husband and wife still kneeling, the Priest adds this blessing 

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep 
you; the Lord mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all 
spiritual benediction and grace; that you may faithfully live together in this 
life, and in the age to come have life everlasting.  Amen. 

Recessional Music  Final from Symphony No 1 in D minor, Op 14 L. Vierne 

 

 

 

 

 

 


