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Christmas Eve 

Tuesday, 24 December 2024, 21:00  

Holy Eucharist & Agape 

Gathered and Livestreamed 

 
Holy Family, Eddy Nyagweta (Zimbabwe) 



2 

Prelude   Es ist ein Ros entsprungen Gaël Liardon (1973-2018) 

Introit   The truth from above Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Hymn   It came upon a midnight clear H.90  
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The Word of God 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gloria   Angels we have heard on high Hymn 96, vs 1&2 
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The Collect for Christmas  
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
Light: Grant that we, who have the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy 
him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Lessons  

Old Testament  Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,  

who brings good news, 
who announces salvation,  
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."  

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy;  

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem;  

for the Lord has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm  Psalm 98 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The Lord has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
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5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

The Epistle  Hebrews 1:1-4 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of 
all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of 
God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things 
by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels 
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Mother and Child, J. Kirk Richards 
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Gradual Hymn In the bleak mid-winter H.112 
We sing verses 1&2 before the Gospel and verses 3&4 after the Gospel. 
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The Gospel  John 1:1-14 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon   The Rev. Michael Rusk 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit   
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
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 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  He ascended into heaven   
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
   and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father.   
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  

Confession of Sin 
When the Lord comes, 
He will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
And will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Silence 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says  
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  

Prayers of Intercession 

The Peace  
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

The Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence  
Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the 
fruit of lips that acknowledge his Name. 

Offertory Anthem The blessed Son of God Ralph Vaughan Williams 

The blessed son of God only In a crib full poor did lie; 
With our poor flesh and our poor blood 
Was clothed that everlasting good. 
Kyrieleison. 

The Lord Christ Jesu, God's son dear, 
Was a guest and a stranger here;  
Us for to bring from misery, 
That we might live eternally. 
 Kyrieleison. 

All this did he for us freely,  
For to declare his great mercy;  
All Christendom be merry therefore,  
And give him thanks for evermore.  
Kyrieleison 

A period of silence is kept. 

The Agape Prayer 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the 
vine and bring forth food from the earth; bless this wine, bread, and fruit that we 
now share in our homes and gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of 
your Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.  



10 

A period of silence is kept. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your Only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power 
to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Sanctus    (S131) 
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Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human life, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night before he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your everlasting 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN. 

Silence 
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The Deacon leads in the Lord’s Prayer.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion Music In dulci jubilo Fridolin Sicher (1490-1546) 

After Communion we sing Silent Night, H.111 

1 Silent night, holy night, 
 all is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night, 
 shepherds quake at the sight, 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3 Silent night, holy night, 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 



13 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and people 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ 
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

The Announcements 

The Blessing  
Christ the sun of righteousness sing upon you, scatter the darkness from before your 
path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you now and 
always. Amen.  

Closing Hymn O come, all ye faithful  
1. O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, 
Born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
 

2. God of God, 
Light of Light,  
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;  
Very God, 
Begotten, not created: 

3. See how the shepherds, 
Summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly 

fear; 
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps: 

4. Lo! Star-led chieftains, 
Magi, Christ adoring, 
Offer him incense, gold and myrrh; 
We to the Christ Child 
Bring our hearts’ oblations: 

5. Child, for us sinners, 
Poor and in the manger, 
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love; 
Who would not love thee 
Loving us so dearly? 

6. Sing, choir of angels, 
 Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
 Glory to God 
 In the highest: 

7. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
Born this happy morning, 
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, 
Now in flesh appearing: 
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Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Postlude   Livre de Noëls, Op.2: Grand jeu et Duo Louis-Claude Daquin  
(1694-1772) 

             

 

Today’s Ministers: 

 Celebrant  The Rev. Michael Rusk 
 Gospeller  The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole 
 Director of Music Romain Mayor 
 Intercessor  The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole  
 Reader  Helena Mbele-Mbong 
 Eucharistic Ministers Debbie Groby 6 Erin Lederrey 
 Welcomer Meredith Baker 

Announcements  
Prayers of Intercession: This week we are praying for Alice, Alphonse, Armida and 
Carlos, Barbara Chong, Brad and Marietta, Christopher, Damien, Daniel, Dawn and 
Lauren, Erik, Eva, Gianni, Helen, Hélène, Julien, Karen, Ki-Soo, Kristina, Leroy and 
Peggy, Lesley, Margaret, Marguerite, Mary, Mary and her family, Milki, Patricia, Rose, 
Rosemary and her family, Silvia and her parents, Sohair, Terry, Tim, Yan and Jacqueline, 
and Zéli. 

Emmanuel welcomes your donations 
Bank Details: 

Fondation de la Chapelle d’Emmanuel, Banque Cantonal de Genève, Genève 1211 Genève 2, 
CHF account: IBAN CH93 0078 8000 0506 1287 7 Euro account: IBAN: CH39 0078 8000 0507 

1017 0 
BIC/SWIFT: BCGECHGGXXX (for both accounts) 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Geneva 
 

 Welcome to Emmanuel! 

Whether you are a visitor or seeking a home church in Geneva, the 
Emmanuel community welcomes you. Whoever you are, wherever you find 

yourself on the journey of faith, we hope you will find a home here.  
 

Mission Statement 

Living as Emmanuel, God with us, we are called to recognize the presence of God within 

ourselves, in each other, and in the world; to share our spiritual journey; to gather as a 

Eucharistic community to receive God’s grace and to equip one another to be the radiant 

presence of Christ as we go out into the world. 

 
Vestry 

Term ending 2025 
Duncan Campbell, Senior 
Warden 
Rosalind Cutler 
Brad Dewey 
Megan Preston Meyer 
Bob White, Secretary 

Term ending 2026 
Tigest Desta 
Robert Hamilton, Treasurer 
Julien Troussier 

Term ending 2027 
Adwoa Bentsi-Enchil 
Bonnie Fatio 
Erin Lederrey 
John Vanore 
 

 
   The Rev. Michael Rusk  Rector  – 078 717 7509 
   The Rev. Richard Cole  Deacon  – 079 584 1930 
   Romain Mayor  Director of Music 
   Marcos Guttiérez  Associate Music Director 

 
3 rue de Monthoux, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland 

Tel.: + 41 (0) 22 732 80 78  –  Fax: + 41 (0) 22 738 46 37 
Website: www.emmanuelchurch.ch  –  E-mail: office@emmanuelchurch.ch 

 
 

A Parish of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe 
The Episcopal Church in the Anglican Communion 
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For unto us a son is born, unto us a son is given:  
and the government shall be upon his shoulder:  

and his name shall be called  
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,  

The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

 
Nativity, He Qi,1998 

Images taken from: https://thejesusquestion.org/2011/12/25/nativity-paintings-from-around-the-world/  

The Vestry and Staff of Emmanuel Church  
wish all our parishioners, friends and visitors  

a joyous Christmas,  
peace and happiness in the New Year! 

 


