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Christmas Eve 

Tuesday, 24 December 2024, 17:00  

Christmas Family Communion 

Gathered and Livestreamed 

 

 

Contempory Ethiopian Nativity Icon 
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Prelude   Es ist ein Ros entsprungen Gaël Liardon (1973-2018) 

Hymn    The first Nowell H.109 
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The Word of God 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  

Confession of Sin 
When the Lord comes, 
He will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
And will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Silence 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen.  
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The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  

A Hymn of Praise Angels we have heard on high H.96 vs. 1&2 
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The Collect for Christmas  
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
Light: Grant that we, who have the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy 
him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Lesson 
Old Testament Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light;  

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined.  

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy;  

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest,  
as people exult when dividing plunder.  

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it  

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore.  

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn While shepherds watched their flocks by night H.94 

We sing verses 1-3 before the gospel and verses 4-6 after the gospel. 

1 While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
  all seated on the ground, 
 the angel of the Lord came down, 
  and glory shone around. 

2 “Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread 
  had seized their troubled mind; 
 “Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
  to you and all mankind. 

3 “To you, in David’s town, this day 
  is born of David’s line 
 the Savior, who is Christ the Lord; 
  and this shall be the sign: 

4 “The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
  to human view displayed, 
 all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
  and in a manger laid.” 

5 Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 
  appeared a shining throng 
 of angels praising God, who thus 
  addressed their joyful song: 

6 “All glory be to God on high 
  and on the earth be peace; 
 good will henceforth from heaven to men 
  begin and never cease.” 

The Gospel Luke 2:1-14 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
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him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Emmanuel Puppet Company 
The Peace  
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

The Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence  
Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the 
fruit of lips that acknowledge his Name. 

 

Hanna Varghese,  
God Is With Us,  
2006; Malaysia 
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Offertory Hymn It came upon a midnight clear H.89 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People.  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your Only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power 
to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
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Celebrant and People (said) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human life, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night before he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your everlasting 
kingdom. 



11 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN. 

Silence 

The Deacon leads in the Lord’s Prayer.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion Music In dulci jubilo Fridolin Sicher (1490-1546) 

After Communion we sing Silent Night, H.111 

1 Silent night, holy night, 
 all is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night, 
 shepherds quake at the sight, 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3 Silent night, holy night, 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 



12 

The Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body 
of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Announcements 

The Blessing  
Christ the sun of righteousness sing upon you, scatter the darkness from before your 
path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you now and 
always. Amen.  

 

 

 

Christmas Radiance (detail). 

Guild Hall Embroidery, Plymouth Congregational Church, Minneapolis,MN. 
Designed by Pauline Baynes of Surrey, England, 1986 
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Closing Hymn Hark! The herald angels sing H.87 

 

 



14 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Postlude Livre de Noëls, Op.2: Grand jeu et Duo Louis-Claude Daquin  
(1694-1772)  

             

 

Today’s Ministers: 
 Celebrant  The Rev. Michael Rusk 
 Gospeller  The Rev. Deacon Richard Cole 
 Director of Music Romain Mayor 
 Lector     
 Video Technician Anita Urassa 
 

Announcements  
Prayers of Intercession: This week we are praying for Alice, Alphonse, Armida and 
Carlos, Barbara Chong, Brad and Marietta, Christopher, Damien, Daniel, Dawn and 
Lauren, Erik, Eva, Gianni, Helen, Hélène, Julien, Karen, Ki-Soo, Kristina, Leroy and 
Peggy, Lesley, Margaret, Marguerite, Mary, Mary and her family, Milki, Patricia, Rose, 
Rosemary and her family, Silvia and her parents, Sohair, Terry, Tim, Yan and Jacqueline, 
and Zéli. 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Geneva 
 

 Welcome to Emmanuel! 

Whether you are a visitor or seeking a home church in Geneva, the 
Emmanuel community welcomes you. Whoever you are, wherever you find 

yourself on the journey of faith, we hope you will find a home here.  
 

Mission Statement 

Living as Emmanuel, God with us, we are called to recognize the presence of God within 

ourselves, in each other, and in the world; to share our spiritual journey; to gather as a 

Eucharistic community to receive God’s grace and to equip one another to be the radiant 

presence of Christ as we go out into the world. 

 
Vestry 

Term ending 2025 
Duncan Campbell, Senior 
Warden 
Rosalind Cutler 
Brad Dewey 
Megan Preston Meyer 
Bob White, Secretary 

Term ending 2026 
Tigest Desta 
Robert Hamilton, Treasurer 
Julien Troussier 

Term ending 2027 
Adwoa Bentsi-Enchil 
Bonnie Fatio 
Erin Lederrey 
John Vanore 
 

 
   The Rev. Michael Rusk  Rector  – 078 717 7509 
   The Rev. Richard Cole  Deacon  – 079 584 1930 
   Romain Mayor  Director of Music 
   Marcos Guttiérez  Associate Music Director 

 
3 rue de Monthoux, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland 

Tel.: + 41 (0) 22 732 80 78  –  Fax: + 41 (0) 22 738 46 37 
Website: www.emmanuelchurch.ch  –  E-mail: office@emmanuelchurch.ch 

 
 

A Parish of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe 
The Episcopal Church in the Anglican Communion 
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For unto us a son is born, unto us a son is given:  
and the government shall be upon his shoulder:  

and his name shall be called  
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,  

The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

The Birth of Jesus Christ, Woonbo Kim Ki-chang, 1952-53. 

 
The Vestry and Staff of Emmanuel Church  

wish all our parishioners, friends and visitors  
a joyous Christmas,  

peace and happiness in the New Year! 
 

 

 


